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FABEC ANSPs lifted over 500 route restrictions to optimise 

flight profiles  

15 September 2020: Functional Airspace Block Europe Central (FABEC) ANSPs 
have lifted over 500 route restrictions since the start of the pandemic in March, 
avoiding the need for aircraft to operate at inefficient flight levels or fly longer routes. 
Most of these route restrictions were put in place in times of high traffic demand to 
stabilize the network and ensure safety while providing additional capacity. Airspace 
users are now in a position to plan optimized flight profiles due to the lifting of route 
restrictions compiled by the Network Manager in the so-called Route Availability 
Documents (RAD) Appendix 3. Shortened routes and optimized vertical flight profiles 
are both strong contributors to lowering fuel consumption and reducing the 
environmental footprint of aviation. The initiative is part of a comprehensive package 
of measures that to date includes over 750 improvements and facilitations for 
airspace users. On top of this, FABEC ANSPs will remove further RAD restrictions in 
2020 as part of a continuous programme to optimise flight profiles and streamline 
traffic flow. 
 
“FABEC ANSPs are taking advantage of the traffic downturn caused by COVID-19 to 

lift unnecessary constraints in times of low traffic and optimise routes in some of 

Europe’s most complex airspace,” says Peggy Devestel, Chair FABEC Standing 

Committee Operations. “RAD measures bring safety, predictability and stability to 

airspace operations. Hence, they play an important role in the efficiency of the 

overall European network.” 

Answering the high and unexpected traffic demand from 2017 to 2019 several RAD 
restrictions were introduced by FABEC ANSPs in close cooperation with the Network 
Manager. Similar to road traffic signals, these measures directed airspace users 
around the most congested areas. As a result, airspace users experienced a more 
stable network and less delay, and while these flights generated higher emissions, 
the environmental impact was still lower than it would have been had they not been 
introduced.  
 
 
For further information please contact: 
Roland Beran, FABEC,  +49 6103 707 4190    
 
www.fabec.eu 
 
Functional Airspace Block Europe Central (FABEC): The airspace of the six FABEC States of 

Belgium, France, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Switzerland is one of the busiest and 

most complex in the world. The majority of the major European airports, major civil airways and 

military training areas are located in this area. 2019, FABEC airspace covers 1.7 million km² and 

handles about 5.8 million flights per year – 55% of European air traffic. 

Note for editors: The Route Availability Document is a flight-planning document which integrates both 

structural and air traffic flow capacity management (ATFCM) requirements, geographically and 
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vertically, following an appropriate collaborative decision-making process between the network 

manager and the operational stakeholders. 


