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Summer thunderstorms have a strong impact on air 

traffic - New procedures help alleviate the problem 

5 September 2016; Compared to previous summers, the 2016 season has 

suffered an unprecedented amount of severe weather. Heavy 

thunderstorms have disrupted traffic flows and caused significant delays. 

Some cells have extended vertically to an altitude making it impossible to fly 

over them. To ensure the safety of passengers, departures have had to be 

postponed until the weather fronts have either dissipated or moved on. This 

means that passengers have had to wait on board for an hour or longer 

before finally taking off. The FABEC air navigation service providers have 

addressed this problem and worked out concrete solutions. 

In cooperation with the control centers in Langen, Karlsruhe, Zurich, 

Marseille and Padua, the Munich control center has designed re-routings to 

avoid thunderstorm cells. It is, for example, not possible to fly a direct route 

from Munich to Madrid if there is a storm cell above Lake Constance. In this 

situation, the air navigation services offer the airline dispatch an alternative 

route that leads south via Italy and then to the west towards Spain. The 

airline can decide whether to use this alternative or not: would they prefer 

the longer flight path or a longer wait on the ground. At the moment, DFS 

has agreements on the implementation of this procedure with four airlines – 

Lufthansa, Condor, Lufthansa Cityline, and Air Berlin. 

 

An alternative route to Madrid  



 

 

Based on the positive results in Munich, further alternative routes will be 

developed in the coming months involving traffic departing to the northeast 

and in a second step headed towards Munich. At the FABEC level, the 

results of this pilot project will be passed on to FABEC partners who will 

undertake further implementations taking their local circumstances into 

account. 

The airspace of the six FABEC States of Belgium, France, Germany, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands and Switzerland is one of the busiest and most complex in the world. The 

majority of major European airports, major civil airways and military training areas are located 

in this area. FABEC airspace covers 1.7 million km² and handles about 5.6 million flights per 

year – 55% of European air traffic. The seven civil air navigation service providers are ANA 

(Luxembourg), Belgocontrol (Belgium), DFS (Germany), DSNA (France), LVNL 

(Netherlands), MUAC (EUROCONTROL), and skyguide (Switzerland). 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Roland Beran, FABEC: +49 171 2139896 

Luc Willems, ANA: +352 4798 22010 

Nadine Meesen, Belgocontrol: +32 2 206 2023 

Kristina Kelek, DFS: +49 6103 707 4161 

François Richard-Bôle, DSNA: +33 1 5809 4815 

Linda van Dort, LVNL: +31 6 53 24 22 32 

Mireille Roman, MUAC: +31 43 366 1352 

Vladi Barrosa, Skyguide: +41 22 417 40 08 

 


